
 
 

International Conference on - India & Japan:  

Bolstering Partnership in the Asian Century 
  ================================================== 

 
The International Conference on Japan-India relations organized by the Consulate General of Japan in Kolkata 

in collaboration with Presidency University was held on October 6, 2015 at A.J.C. Bose Auditorium at 

Presidency University in College Street. The conference was inaugurated by Vice Chancellor of Presidency 

University, Prof. Anuradha Lohia with the Consul General of Japan in Kolkata, Mr. Kazumi Endo, as 

Guest of Honour.  

 

 
 

Vice Chancellor Prof. Lohia said, “India and Japan share long 

historical relations. It started with the visit of Swami Vivekananda to 

Japan and the meeting between Rabindranath Tagore and Okakura 

Tenshin paved way for better cultural exchanges. The IT sector has 

also been benefited jointly from the software made in India and 

hardware made in Japan. Also, the office of JICA called NICED 

situated here deserves appreciation. So when Japan works, they take 

the perfection to the highest level. This is the Japanese path that we 

must follow. They have sincere commitment towards their works. 

My students must learn the Japanese way of working.”  

 

Consul General of Japan in Kolkata, Mr. Kazumi Endo, in his 

address said, “Consulate General of Japan in Kolkata is proud to 

work with Presidency University. Looking back over the last seventy 

years since the end of WWII, Japan takes silent pride in consistently 

having devoted itself to the peace and prosperity in Asia and the rest 

of the world, working together increasingly with centuries-old friend 

India, who share fundamental values of democracy, rule of law, and 

respect for human rights. The intense engagement between Japan 

and India such as annual reciprocal visits by Prime Ministers of 

both the countries, active support to South Asia underscores 

Japan’s active engagement with India under Prime Minister Abe. Today’s presentation by the speakers will 

give us the current status report. I hope that the students of Presidency University will continue to be integral 

part of shaping a prosperous future path together.” 

 

Prof. Makoto Kojima from Takushoku University, Tokyo touching on the bilateral trade between Japan and 

India opined, “Japan and India had been in the past both competitors and collaborators in the fields of 



textile and steel. The two nations developed warm friendship in aftermath of World War II. India introduced 

Look East Policy and CEPA (Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement) was signed in August 2011. 

The number of Japanese companies operating in India has increased substantially. India is a promising 

prospective destination of Japan, not only for just supplying goods, but also for starting production in India. 

The industrial park initiated by Japan’s private sector in Rajasthan is already under operation. The Delhi 

Mumbai Industrial Corridor is a good step in Japan-India economic relations. The Make in India campaign 

is instrumental in attracting FDI from East Asia. The strategic and global partnership between Japan and 

India promotes investment climate in India. Moreover, people to people exchanges between the two countries 

should be increased.”        

 

Prof. Takahiro Sato from Kobe University, Kobe stressed on Japanese FDI in manufacturing sector in India 

and said, “I believe that the FDI from Japan is one of the crucial factors to improve technology of India. 

However, land acquisition, availability of well-trained workforce, tax-related issues and infrastructure are 

main impediments. Many Japanese companies expect a good potential market in India and her neighboring 

countries.” 

 

Mr. Naoyoshi Noguchi, Chief Director General, JETRO, New Delhi in his speech said, “JETRO was 

established to revitalize the economy of Japan. JETRO was at first established to promote Japan’s products. 

Japanese technology is well known in the world. But the volume of Japanese investments is comparatively 

limited here. Japanese companies make quite small percentage of profit from Indian market. To make profit 

it takes long time in India. We must speed up the process and try to make smooth business circumstances for 

Japanese companies. Presently, India is a more attractive market than China. However, as Indian 

companies are getting more power and better positions in their own country, Japanese companies have to 

face competition with them. The customs clearance is also another issue. Japanese Government can 

collaborate with the Customs Department to solve the problem. Quality control of the products is essential. 

Japanese Government also considers to provide scheme to tie up with Indian Government to train the Indian 

people which they have already done in the Neemrana Japanese Industrial Zone at Alwar in Rajasthan.”       
 

Prof. Swaran Singh from JNU, New Delhi lectured on the Act East Policy of India and said, “Quads and 

triangles mean that there is an agenda and limited parties are there. The Indo-US relation started in 2005. 

In 2011, Mrs. Hillary Clinton said that India must look towards east. United States has now changed focus 

from Asia Pacific to Indo Pacific. US is a global sole surviving superpower. Now, India, China, Japan and 

Australia are quite powerful nations. Japan is always positively influencing the Act East Policy. India went 

to East Asia Summit with the support of Japan and Singapore. Japan always encourages India. Japan is 

trying to increase investments in India. But the business environment in India is not satisfying to them. 

However, Japanese businessmen are bearing the situation with patience. Japan is not only a friend of India, 

but is a strong pillar in the Act East Policy of India. In China the market for Japanese companies are 

saturated, but India has a wider market for them. India must cooperate with Japan to maintain peace and 

stability in Asia.         

 

Prof. Mie Oba from Tokyo University of Science, Tokyo said, “India and Japan have good relations. India is 

in fact a natural partner of Japan. Japan’s stand in terms of security related issues was very positive right 

from the time of cold war. Japan engaged in multilateral frameworks for security measures. In addition to 

economic cooperation, Japan enhanced political and security related cooperation. Japanese Cabinet lifted 

the restraints on Japanese Self Defense Force and gave them the scope for various activities for regional 

security. The joint security exercises are done by Japan and India. The issues related to maritime security is 

very important e.g Japan’s support for developing coastal guards in various countries including India.  The 

development of political and security ties in Asia-Pacific by means of bilateral partnerships is also bolstering 

Japan-India relations. Both countries are more involved in the political and security cooperation in 

multilateral frameworks.” 

 

 

Major General (Retd.) Dipankar Banerjee, Mentor of Institute of Peace and Conflict Studies, New Delhi 

opined, “Both India and Japan shared a rich cultural and spiritual bond in the history.  They are both 

committed to security and development with a focus on peace-keeping in their mind in the region and the 

world. With this motive both the countries signed the Tokyo Declaration for establishing special strategic 



and global partnership for all round cooperation for progress and prosperity for peace and stability 

throughout the world. India has a record of participation and the principal troop contributor since the 

inception of United Nation Peace Keeping Operations (UNPKO). Japan is poised to play a more essential 

role in UNPKO. For both the countries this is a solid basis for seeking a greater role and participation in 

UNPKO for restoration of peace.” 

 

Dr. Joshy M. Paul, Department of International Studies and History, Christ University, Bengaluru shared 

his views on the Trilateral Cooperation and Maritime Security and said “The various territorial disputes in 

Asia contributed to not just concern for the regional countries but the world at large. The disputes resulted 

in security cooperation in the maritime security of the Indo-Pacific regions. India-Japan-US started their 

engagement bilaterally but now they share a trilateral cooperation, especially in the maritime security. 

Though US is keen to cooperate with India and Japan but US-Japan cooperation and India US cooperation 

have different scope. Capacity building and strategic engagement between countries of similar interest will 

help stabilize the security situation in the Indo-Pacific region. India and Japan cooperation is from the 

secretary level to minister level. Foreign ministers and Prime Ministers from both the countries mutually 

visit each of the countries to ensure mutual benefits.” 

 

Dr. Madhuchanda Ghosh, Assistant Professor of Presidency University, Kolkata said “India and Japan are 

coming closer in the emerging regional geo-political and geo-economic scenario in Asia. The two states 

share important strategic interest and concerns, some of which include engaging maritime security, 

countering the menace of global terrorism, enhancing in the area of non-proliferation and also deepening 

mutual cooperation. During a research interview with Prime Minister Abe, he emphasized on the 

complementarity of economic interest between the two states.”  
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